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A Justice Department conclusion 
that no evidence exists of a conspir- 
acy in the assassination of Martin Lu- 
ther King Jr. aided House members 
who sought yesterday to block the re- 
establishment of a committee to probe 
the slayings of the civil rights leader 
and President Kennedy. 

Attorneys for the department's Of- 
fice of Professional Responsibility 
conducted a 10-month review of the 
King case and concluded that James 
If art Ray acted alone in the assassina- 
tion of King, department sources said. 

The disclosure of the department’s 
finding came shortly before the House 
began to debate a move to renew the 
life of the Select House Committee on 
Assassinations for two months. 

House leaders endorsed a two- 
month extension of the committee. 
T3ut Rep. Jim Collins (D.-Tex.), said in 
prepared remarks that there is no 
proved evidence that has come avail- 
able that would justify Congress in 
creating the Witch Hunt Committee." 

The committee would resume the 
assassination investigation on an $84,- 
OOO-per-month budget until March 31, 
when its work will be re-evaiuated, 
under the proposal before the House. 

The committee became embroiled in 
controversy late last year because of 
its proposed two-year, $13 million 


budget and the conduct of chief coun- 
sel Richard A. Sprague. 

, House Speaker Thomas P. (Tip) 
O'Neill told reporters he supports the 
compromise but “it is obvious that 
Sprague has been running the com- 
mittee and making policy.” 

'O^Neill said the release of the King 
report was “very unfortunate timing 
by whoever put it out.” 

It “could very well affect the House 
vpteN he said. 

The Justice Department legal team 
sent its King report to former Attor- 
ney General Edward H. Levi shortly 
before he left office Jan. 20. 

Last April, Levi ordered an exami- 
nation of an estimated 200,000 FBI 
documents concerning the investiga- 
tion of King’s assassination. 

The department plans to make pub- 
lic a censored version of the report, 
deleting names of iii formers and some 
other sensitive information, sources 
said. 

But the release has been delayed 
because department officials tlmught 
it might be construed as an effort to 
influence the House in its debate over 
the assassinations committee. 

Department officials also wanted to 
give Attorney General Griffin B. Bell, 
who took office a week ago, time to 
review the findings. 

Levi launched the review of FBI 
files at the suggestion of his Civil 
Rights Division which conducted its 
own five-month preliminary review 
and called for further study. 

The series of reviews was prompted 
hy disclosure of the details of FBI 
harassment of King during the years 
J. Edgar Hoover ran the bureau. 

Ray pleaded guilty to tlie 1968 mur- 
der of King, but told the court he did 
not agree with statements by the pros- 
ecution and his own attorney that 
there was no coiispjracy. He is serving 
a 99-ycar prison sentence and iias un- 
successfully sought a new trial. 



